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Preformance and Quantity of
the Fricatives in Arabic

Prof. Dr. Sameer Sharif

Abstract:

This study aimed at investigating the articulatory and acoustic characteristics of the

fricatives in Arabic. As for the articulatory characteristics the study described them

according to their category and production.

As for the acoustic characteristics of fricatives their time of vibration, frequency,

energy,and pressure were measured by the computer speech lab (CSL) across some

chosen phonetic contexts.

The study arrived at the following conclusions::

1.

vk W

There is a correlation between the degree of the voiceless fricatives in Arabic and
their being voiceless.

There is a correlation between voicelessness and frequency.

The energy of fricatives in Arabic is generally high.

The pressure of fricatives in Arabic is medium.

There is a correlation between the phonetic context of the fricatives in Arabic and

their degree in vibration, energy, and pressure.

Keywords: fricatives in Arabic, articulatory characteristics
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