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A Comparative Linguistic Study of Objeetivity
and Prejudice in Media Disecourse

Dr. Abdulfattah Aljaber

Abstract:

This article attempts to investigate bias in Arabic and English newspaper reports.
To this end, six news reports, three in each language, were analyzed with an eye to
ascertaining the linguistic, stylistic and discoursal features authors employ to express bias
in this genre. To control the topic variable, the three reports in each language are about
the same event (i.e. topic). It was found that bias in news reporting is a universal issue and
authors in the two languages involved utilize similar linguistic, stylistic and discoursal
tools in realizing it. The article concludes with emphasizing the importance of teaching
media and language students newspaper texts so they can lean how to read (between and
‘beyond’ the lines) and eventually detect bias in this genre so they can understand the
linguistic and socio-cultural differences in this respect.

Keywords: objectivity, prejudice, media discourse, news report.
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Bayonet fixed and rifle raised. a
soldier comes to the rescue of his Queen
yesterday. The trooper went into action
when human rights protesters charged
at her carriage as she traveled towards
Buckingham Palace with the Chinese

president.
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Text 2
Anti-China protests brushed aside

The first Chinese state visit in British
history began yesterday with a lone,
Tianmen Square-style attempt to disturb
the royal procession in the Mall and
muted protests elsewhere.

As the Queen and President Jiang
Zemin traveled to Buckingham Palace, a
34 year-old-man jumped over the barriers
and attempted to unfurl the Tibetan flag

in front of the coach.
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Text 1

RIFLES RAISED BY GUARDSMEN
TO STOP RIOT OVER HATED
PRESIDENT

Queen’s China crisis as coach is
charged
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Text 3

Leader of the unfree world is feted by
the Queen as protesters arrested

Ceremonially speaking, President
Jiang Zemin, the first Chinese head of
state to visit Britain, was yesterday given
the full monty.

A public greeting from the Queen
was followed by an inspection of the
guard and a carriage trip down the Mall,
with Union Jacks and red flags fluttering

harmoniously in the breeze.
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