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Cooperating Teachers’ Role in Developing Constructivist Learn-
ing Practices of Childhood Education Students in Jordanian
Universities during Field Training

Dr. Omayya M. Al-Hassan Prof. Ali A. Al-Barakat
Queen Rania Faculty for Childhood Faculty of Education
Hashemite University Yarmouk University
Abstract

2013 jow 0 4 pacll 14 2l

This study aimed to investigate the role of cooperating teachers in develop-
ing constructivist learning practices of childhood student teachers during field
training. The data was collected from 177 student teachers at the Hashemite
University and Yarmouk University in the second semester of the academic
year 2010/2011 using a checklist.

The findings of the study revealed that cooperating teachers had developed
some constructivist learning practices in student teachers, such as encourag-
ing children to introduce new ideas and joining new learning experiences with
children's previous experiences. However, there were many constructivist
practices that did not receive much attention during the field experience pe-
riod, such as the strategies of exploring children's previous ideas, the way in
which children can be provided with learning opportunities to construct and
apply their knowledge, and using assessment as a tool for enhancing children's
learning. In addition, it was found that there was no relation between students'
perceptions of the cooperating teachers' role and the students' average marks
at university. Moreover, no relation was found between students' perceptions
of cooperating teachers' role and their teaching experience and academic qual-
ifications. In light of these findings, some relevant recommendations were
introduced.

Key words: constructivist learning, cooperating teachers, student teachers, field train-
ing.
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